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How serious those dangers were is clearly shown by
the casualty returns. In the Royal Navy, including
Naval and Marines, Air Service, the R.N.R. and
Mercantile R.N.V.R. and all other auxiliary

Marine          branches, the total number of officers and

casualties

of wounds during the War was 22,81 1 . These include
a considerable number of sailors from amongst the
fishermen and the Mercantile Marine who were doing
naval work and were on the pay-roll of the British
Navy. If deaths from other causes are included the
total becomes 345654. The number of lives lost in
British Merchant and Fishing vessels between 4th
August, 1914, and nth November, 1918, was 15,313.
The deaths in the Royal Navy during the War bore
to the total number of those who served in it the
proportion of 5.41 per cent. In the Mercantile
Marine, the proportion of lives lost was about 7^ per
cent, of the persons employed in our merchant
shipping. It was a far more dangerous service than
was our official fighting service on the sea. But, as
Mr. Havelock Wilson's letter testified, the survivors
were as ready as ever to brave the perils of the
submarine-infested seas in the service of their country.
Without rank or uniform they ventured as gallantly
as any of the men in our fighting services, and it was
to their valour and tenacity as much as to the skill
and bravery displayed by the crews of our patrolling
and escorting craft that we owed our triumph over
the deadliest craft that ever menaced our pathways
across the deep.

It is perhaps hardly realised how important were
the services of our fishing craft and fishermen in
maintaining the defence and escort of our merchant
shipping. While we were able to make valuable use